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Report on Parent’s and Carers council meeting 

Date - Thursday 04 March 2010 Time - 7.00 pm
	Introduction 

	KSC chaired the meeting and set out ground rules for new attendees. Email addresses were requested as a good way of keeping in contact with the group.
Record of meeting held on 14 January distributed by PCA



	Matters arising 

	Some issues raised about record of last meeting.
· Parents wanted to know when ILPs would be handed back to students.

· PCA informed group that English department were adding ILPs to student’s best folders and sending postcards home to inform parents about outcomes.

· Parents confirmed that postcards had been received from English department.

· One parent felt that letter about ILP had come out too late for parents to fully support students.

· Parent felt that 26 questions in Science were too much for some students.

· PCA reported back that tasks are divided by weeks and this should help focus students on what they need to complete and due date for that task.

· One parent commented on the helpful structure map of ILPs which was on the school website.

· Issue around how much printing students were required to do at home- more provision needed at school to ensure that students can print off work at school.

· Concerns raised over the number of computers and laptops available to students after school in the LRC.


	Subject Evenings.


	Positives
· Useful evening and no long queues.
· Parents had a positive experience.

· Student work on displays on tables so parents could look at level of class work.

· Parents able to see all teachers on the evening.

Negatives 

· Not all teachers had student’s books on display.
· Directions to classroom not very clear.

· A request was made for more subjects to be grouped together.

	Teaching groups  


	· PCA handed out a document from EAC about the new groupings for next academic year.

· One parent stated that ability sets in the CORE subjects would motivate students.
· Parent raised a concern over behaviour in the mixed ability groups as this had been a problem at the gypsy road site.

· One parent wanted to know if the options and pathways offered in year 10 and 11 would be reviewed next year.

· Concerns raised over mixed ability setting in year 7, 8 and 9.

· One parent commented that mixed ability setting had helped her child to achieve well at school.

· PCA stated that teachers had been fully consulted and some requested this model.

· Small element of worry persisted over behaviour issues and parents were assured that ATL policy would be fully applied if these occurred.

· Parents wanted to know how this new teaching group arrangement would be communicated to parents.

	AOB

	· Issue raised about teachers being observed in lessons- PCA informed meetings that teachers were observed regularly through performance management, learning walks and work scrutiny. TES operates an open door policy where line managers and subject leaders are constantly in and out of classrooms.
· End of academic year this year will be in June and parents thought it unfortunate that students found out before parents were told.

· A request made by some parents for the school to organise an evening where an expert could explain to all parents the structure of secondary education in England. PPF to look into doing this on one of their evening sessions next academic year.

· Proposal to invite NGA and LBR to future meeting to present to parents the structure of key stage 3 and 4 provision and SEN provision.

· Communication was revisited and parents happy with the range of ways that they can communicate with the school and complimented the website and news letter.

· Request made for the term dates for 2010/2011 to be uploaded on website.

· KSC reminded all parents and carers about the social event calendar of the PPF namely the bingo night, the fusion event planned for March.
· Some afterschool clubs had not run for the full course and parents wanted to see some sort of show or presentation from the Drama group.

· One parent commented that some students had not been eating school lunches as queues were often too long and a culture of not eating school meals would develop if not tackled. PCA to ensure that this is highlighted in assemblies to all students. Some concern that canteen was not big enough to accommodate all students.

· One parent was unhappy about the Lambeth/Brook advisory visit to the school as she felt that inappropriate literature had been distributed to some students. PCA to chase this up and get back to concerned parent.

· Parents expressed how happy their children were at TES and wanted this relayed back to staff members.

	Time and dates for next meeting.


	All parents were happy to meet once every half term and so next meeting was agreed for Thursday 29 April 2010. Meeting ended in a very positive manner. 


