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ELECTION AS A PARENT GOVERNOR
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

PAULINE ALEXANDER

My name is Pauline Alexander and I am a mother of two boys.  I have a son in Year 7 and have decided to stand for Parent Governor because I am passionate about the educational standards of both my children, and future generations.   I feel that a good education is something that no one else can take away from you.  It gives our young people the right skills and confidence to meet, head-on, life’s challenges.   I am a team player, but also an independent thinker and want to make a difference in the education of all the students at The Elmgreen School.

ADRIAN BUTLER

I am a university lecturer at Imperial College London, involved in teaching and research on the behaviour of water in rivers and aquifers, and have a daughter in Year 7.  I am therefore interested in maths and science and their application to the challenges our children are facing as they grow up in a changing world.    If elected as a Parent Governor, I would like to help in promoting the understanding and appliance of science, in developing links between the school and universities and in providing opportunities for students to aspire to and work towards a career in science and engineering.

JUDY COUNIHAN

I believe in the ethos of parents in partnership with schools; the more involvement parents have in their children’s education the higher the standards of that education.  I also believe in the importance of local schools for local children.  Lastly I believe that schools are a focal point for communities.  I want to contribute my time and energy to encouraging the connection between our school and our community.  I have a particular interest in children with special educational needs and would like to help ensure that these children and their parents are supported during their secondary school education.
JOSEPH CROSBIE

As well as having been a Parent Governor before at Rosendale Primary School, I am a senior manager in a charity reporting directly to the CEO and Trustees; consequently I believe I understand the role and the contribution I can make.  I feel especially motivated to become involved as a Parent Governor of The Elmgreen School as I welcome the opportunity to contribute and participate in the partnership of strong parental input with the professionalism of educational provision.  I firmly believe in the development of the whole child/young person and consider this the basis upon which community and society develops.

BLAITHNID DUNNE

I am a mother of a student in Year 8.  I have been a Parent Governor at Langbourne Primary School (Southwark) for 7 years; I Chair one of the committees.  I am interested in becoming a Parent Governor at The Elmgreen School because I would like to become more closely involved in school life.  I have a lot of invaluable experience already as a Governor, which I will bring to the role at The Elmgreen School and I would work in partnership with the Headteacher and other Governors to represent the views of the parent body as a whole.  
I want to help The Elmgreen School become an Outstanding school for every child in the local community.
MICHAEL GRAHAM

I would like to become a Parent Governor as this would allow me to help the shaping and direction of the school.  The education and development of young people is a great passion of mine and given the opportunity I would love to contribute more directly to young people’s lives and development from my life experiences.   I would be more than willing to do so.

ROOHUL-QADEER HAMID

I am the father of a student in Year 7.  It would be a great privilege for me to represent The Elmgreen School as a Parent Governor and to offer my experience in furtherance of the school’s aims.  My involvement in education includes 9 years’ work as Professor, Lecturer, Chairman and Dean at NED and National Universities in Pakistan;  an advisor at my child’s primary school (2006-09) and 4 years teaching at Helmut Schmidt University in Germany.   My interest in education are 6 scholarly papers on Education and Training; a thorough knowledge of the education systems of Pakistan and Germany, and a keen interest in the UK education system and I have introduced modern pedagogic practices when I’ve have the opportunity.  Learning is instinctive; hence it’s enjoyable, we need to just further it.

EMMA MARKS

I am a mother of two boys, including a son in Year 9.  I work as an Extended Schools         Co-ordinator based in a secondary school, helping families find support and activities in and around schools.  Previously I held a senior post for the charity Parentlineplus and spent 10 years working with the young homeless.  As an existing Parent Governor at The Elmgreen School, I have drawn upon insight gained from parenting a child through GCSE’s and 6th form and direct experience of the challenges of working in a school.  I have a professional understanding of the struggles that many parents experience and am committed to a safe and fulfilling learning environment for all of our children.

SARAH MATTHEWS

Presently I am the manager of the Student Support Department at a small university in London.  I have worked in higher education for 10 years and my work experience in HE include: personal welfare, equality and diversity, student learning support, higher education funding and disability advice.  I am also the mother of a student in Year 9.  My reasoning behind wanting to be elected as a Parent Governor comes from the fact that I take a keen interest in my son’s learning and academic development and would therefore like to be actively involved in school decisions. Decisions which may affect our children’s education.  If you vote for me I can offer you the knowledge that the wellbeing of your child is close to my heart and that the academic standards are being met.

MONALISA MHIZHA

I have three children including a son in Year 7.   I am a registered nurse working for NHS Direct.  My role requires me to have contact with children, parents/guardians and other health agencies.   I work part-time as I like to be fully involved in my children’s education and personal lives.  I have participated with general activities within my children’s primary schools.  I feel I have the desired attributes required for the role of Parent Governor.  I have effective verbal and non-verbal communication skills.  I bring with me a structured approach to situations.  I believe that education, skills and learning are the key to success to living a prosperous fulfilled life.   I relish the partnership between parents and teachers as well as the children themselves.  I seek to assist in shaping the way our children learn and are nurtured.

NICHOLAS MITCHELL

I am a founder member of the Parent Promoters Foundation of The Elmgreen School.  I am seeking re-election as a Parent Governor.  I was also on the temporary Governing Body before the school opened.  I hope to continue the work of making the school an integral part of the community.  I am a teacher at secondary level and hope to bring my experience of education in the public and private sector to bear in developing the school in the wonderful new building.  I am keen to develop the family and community advice in the school.

LUCIE RUSSELL
 I have a son at The Elmgreen School and have been a Parent Governor for two years.  I have been a youth worker, social worker, founder of The Big Issue magazine, and have run a national campaign on providing more resources for young people at risk of crime.  I am currently a Director of Young Minds, where I raise awareness about the importance of emotional well being of young people. I have helped the school develop services for students with emotional problems so that any resulting behavioural problems are addressed, meaning the school can run more smoothly and all students develop in a positive environment.
KATE SCRASE

I’m lucky to know many of you and the staff through my long involvement with the Parent Promoters Foundation.  As PPF Project Manager, I’ve fed parents’ ideas into the design of the school and organised events to involve parents.  I have been an Associate Governor since 2005.  I will ensure that The Elmgreen School is on track so that every student achieves their full academic potential and is an asset to our community by developing parents’ crucial role as partners with the school; enhancing communication with parents and drawing upon parents’ expertise and skills to open horizons and increase opportunities for all students.
DAVID STEPHENSON
I have been a Parent Governor for the past two years and have enjoyed being part of this formative stage of The Elmgreen School.  I came with experience of being a primary school Chair of Governors. As a Governor at The Elmgreen School, I have been a member of the Achievement Committee and the Headteacher’s Objectives Review Group.  I have shared the role of Literacy and Numeracy Governor and I have a special interest in Special Educational Needs.  I strongly support The Elmgreen School’s inclusive community focused ethos and hope to be elected to be involved in the next stage of the school’s development.

JO WALLMAN

We are delighted that The Elmgreen School opened just in time for our eldest daughter.  I believe the school is already proving to be a great success and our second daughter is now in Year 7.  As a Parent Governor I have played a full part on the Governing Body, including serving on the Achievement Committee, Lambeth Governors Forum, where I am the sports champion and sitting on exclusion meetings and panels.  I would welcome the opportunity to continue to help the school succeed for the benefit of all our children in our fantastic new building.

HELEN WARD
I am a mother of two boys, one in Year 7.  I am also Professor of Public Health at Imperial College and committed to promoting healthy and sustainable lifestyles for children and families.  I’m passionate about broadening access to medicine and other professions and hope to use my position to build academic links with The Elmgreen School.  As a senior manager I have experience in governance, policy development and fundraising.  I raised £20,000 for projects at Streatham Wells where I have a son in year 5.  I have been a member of the Parent Promoters Foundation since 2005, supporting its inclusive ethos and promoting it at the primary school.
