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Dulwich Symphony Orchestra  

On Thursday 21January members of the Dulwich 

Symphony Orchestra came into school to work with 

some of our Year 7 classes. The orchestra hold their 

weekly rehearsals at The Elmgreen School, and they 

ÈÙÌɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛÓàɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÈɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ2ÔÌÛÈÕÈɀÚɯ

Ma Vlast, which links in with the music being studied 

in Year 7 this term.                                                                                                                                                   

The musicians came in to perform to 7W, 7R and 7A 

and after the performance students were allowed to 

ȿÊÏÖÖÚÌɀɯÈɯÔÜÚÐÊÐÈÕɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÐÛÏɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕɯ

compositions. It was a wonderful opportunity for the 

students to experience a live performance from 

orchestral instruments, and Miss Ormerod would like 

to thank the musicians for kindly offering to come into 

school, and all the students involved for representing 

the school so well. Well done! 

Wednesday 3 February is                               

Year 9 Options Evening  

4.00 pm presentation about Key Stage 4 

4.40 pm workshops on admission to university & 

student finance 

5.20 pm all three repeated 

6.00  pm all three repeated 

+ a family conference with the tutor.  

Attendance  

Congratulations to W3, Ms 

6ÐÓÓÐÚɀÚɯÛÜÛÖÙɯÎÙÖÜ× for 

achieving the highest attendance 

this last week. The figures are 

lower than last week, so please 

make sure you are in school and 

learning for our penultimate 

week of term 3. 

How is your group doing      

this term?  

And what about since 

September? Is your college 

reaching its target of 95%? 

Tutor 

Group  

%                   

Attendance 

W3 96.8 

J1 96.5 

S4 96.2 

W6 95.2 

J4 95 

B4 94.8 

B5 94.3 

S2 93.8 

W1 93.8 

B2 93.6 

S6 93.2 

J5 93.2 

W2 92.7 

W4 92.7 

J2 92.2 

J3 91.9 

B3 91.8 

B1 91.4 

S5 91 

B6 88.1 

J6 87.3 

S1 87 

S3 85 

W5 83.3 

College  % 

JAMES 94.2 

BESANT 94.2 

WILBERFORCE 93.6 

SZABO 92.9 

Totals 93.7 

College % 

JAMES 94.8 

BESANT 94.4 

SZABO 94.2 

WILBERFORCE 93 

Totals 94.1 

The Times Books for Schools: A Big Thank you!  

A big thank you to all collectors of Books for Schools 

tokens from The Times! 

We managed to collect enough tokens to add another 16 

books to our collection.  These books have gone into book 

boxes around the school and are already proving popular 

with students.  

Remember: a book in every bag                                              

Reading is the key to success! 



As always staff members are 

logging positive points on 

Ɂ2ÓÌÜÛÏɂɯÛÖɯÙÌÞÈÙËɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯ

ÍÖÙɯɁÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÛɯ1(&'3ɂȰɯÞÏÐÓÚÛɯ

incidents which disrupt 

learning continue to incur 

negative points.   

  College  Points  

1st Besant 2152 

2nd James 1962 

3rd Wilberforce  1895 

4th Szabo 1823 

  College  Points  

1st Szabo 5840 

2nd James 5770 

3rd Wilberforce  5645 

4th Besant 5399 

How did your college do 

this week? 

How is you college doing so 

far this term? 

Congratulations to 

Szabo College for 

winning so far this term 

and Besant College for 

winning this week!  

 

School Library News  

Our regular visitors will have noticed 

that although we are well stocked with 

ÕÌÞÚ×È×ÌÙÚȮɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÏÈËɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ

selection of magazines for you to read.  

This is all set to change. The school 

council are currently carrying out a 

survey to find out what your favourite 

titles are and once the results are in, we 

will endeavour to stock your favourite 

magazines.  In the meantime we will 

soon be trying out some popular titles 

such as Ultimate Spiderman and X-

Men; Sugar; Good Food; Kick and 

NME.  

To celebrate National Storytelling 

Week  do join us in reading some 

classic fairy tales every lunchtime 

starting Monday.  Wicked witches, evil 

parents, gruesome ogres: prepare for 

some genuine frights and chilling 

tales... 

6ÌɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÉÌɯÙÌÓÌÈÚÐÕÎɯÚÖÔÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯ

related fiction lists. From History to 

Science to PE, we will be 

recommending some really good reads. 

Fairy  tales  

In the library 

every lunchtime  

Monday ¹Friday                        

1¹5 February  

Quicksilver  

On Wednesday 20 January, local writer Sam Osman, the author of 

Quicksilver, delivered a very successful and inspirational workshop for 

Year 7 students.   

Quicksilver is about three children from different continents who unravel 

clues to their destiny hidden by ancient cultures. What are ley lines? How 

do ley lines affect us? Are there strange forces at work, even in an ordinary 

London suburb like ours? What are megaliths for? How did these strange 

stone structures come to be in so many places in our country? How many 

are there lying lost under our streets and houses?   

As well as talking about the themes in the novel, the students 

also had a chance to hone their writing skills.  Sam read us an 

extract from her novel and the students had to write how they 

thought the extract would continue.   

From Quicksilver by Sam Osman  

Tala traced (the carvings) with a fingertip, sensing heads, hands, bodies 

forming a human chain encircling the pillar, receiving the solace she 

craved.  This must be the ritual method of communing with the stones, but 

she had no one to form a chain with.  Did the clue lie hidden inside (the 

cairn)? Warily she clasped the boulders and poked her face into the hole.   

Nothing ... nothing at all, just darkness.  The eerie 

silence disappointed her so she removed her head 

from the gap in the stones.  Just as she was doing so, 

the weather peculiarly turned cold.  The silvery 

fingers of hope crept into her soul.  Evie, 7G 

At first she was not sure that what she had seen was 

real, or her tired mind was playing illusion tricks on her.  The grotesque, yellow, 

warped corpse of the unfortunate peasant she saw, appeared to be staring up at her 

among the household items scattered around him.  She screamed, and tumbled back 

down the rocks, traumatised by what she had seen.  Rachel, Ruby, Grace and 

Paola 7G 

If you would like to find out more about the book and see The Elmgreen 

Students in print go to www.samosmanbooks.com 


