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Friday 22 January 2010 

Following a visit from the sign writers,                              

The Elmgreen Way is once again written large on 

ÖÜÙɯÞÈÓÓÚȱ 

We look after ourselves  

We look after each other  

We look after our school  

We look after our community  

These four sentences aim to capture what our school is 

about. We are a Humanities Specialist school with a 

humane and caring approach to others, be they next 

door in Elmcourt Road or thousands of miles away in 

Haiti. Staff members use The Elmgreen Way to frame 

discussions with students about their actions and many 

of our systems, including our vertical tutoring, are 

inspired by the overarching ideas inherent in The 

Elmgreen Way. We are proud of The Elmgreen Way and 

would invite all members of our school community to 

bear these words in mind as they undertake or support 

learning in our school.  

Read All About It!  

H elpful suggestions about the school newsletter 
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Council. There were also 138 evaluations of the 
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conferences. 113 parents (82%) said they read the 

newsletter every week, 5 (4%) sometimes receive it, 

and 20 (14%) never got a newsletter at home. Most 

families like what appears already but there were some 

excellent suggestions which we shall try to include 

over the coming months: 

times and dates of lunch-time and after-school clubs 

ɬ the most popular request by far!!  

reports of different activities and curriculum 

projects 

notices about activities and events in the local area 

student success stories 

ÈɯȿËÈàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌɀɯÖÍɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯÚÛÈÍÍ 

key dates / notices put in one place so can be 

displayed at home 

lunch menus 

and more contributions written by students 

themselves. 

 

School News goes out every 

Friday in PLS where students 

have a chance to read it before 

tutors ensure students put it in 

their bag to go home*. Please ask 

your child about School News 

every Friday. School News is for 

students and their families!  

ɖ(ÛɀÚɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȭ 

DATE FOR STUDENT DIARIES  

Wednesday 27 January 

Year 9 Options Taster Day  

An opportunity to find out more about those Key Stage 

4 choices. Year 9 will be off-timetable all day involved 

in special activities about their choices and careers. 

DATE FOR YOUR FAMILY DIARY  

Wednesday 3 February 

Year 9 Options Evening  

Presentations about Years 10 and 11, university 

admission and finance, and a family conference for every 

Year 9 student and family to finalise choices. 

 

This booklet 

contains Year 9 

Key Stage 4 

Pathways for all 

Year 9 families to 

discuss option 

preferences with 

their child from 

today 



School library news  

STOP PRESS 

O ur story time sessions for under-fives have 

already started up again.  Parents and 

children are invited to join us for stories, songs, 

art and crafts.  Sessions run each Wednesday 

from 2pm ɬ 2.45pm.  For more information 

telephone 020 8766 5020 and ask for the library. 

New Manga arrivals  

O ur regular Manga readers 

will know that we have just 

taken delivery of 44 new books. In 

fact some of our students have 

been waiting with baited breath 

whilst we have been busily processing and 

covering them so that they can be loaned out as 

quickly as possible!    

For the uninitiated, Manga originates from Japan 

and is linked with Anime - drawn animation of 

the kind found in films like Spirited Away and 

�
�˜� �•���œ�1���˜�Ÿ�’�—�•�1���Š�œ�•�•�Ž. The books are visual reads 

in the form of comic strips and need to be read 

from back to front and right to left, which is a bit 

odd at first but you get used to it. Manga is 

mainly known for focusing on Science Fiction or 

Fantasy themes but this is not always the case.  

As their popularity has grown (Manga is the 

fastest growing sector of literature) so has their 

content and these days you can also find stories 

featuring adventure, sport and romantic comedy.   

We will be updating this extremely popular 

section of the library every few months, so if you 

have any special requests, do let us know.   

T he Elmgreen School has good relationships with local 

schools. To ensure that this continues we would like to 

advise students of The Elmgreen School that they should not go 

to other schools unless they have a valid reason to do so. With 

the best of intentions, two schools mixing at the end of a long 

school day can lead to misunderstandings and silliness. This 

applies particularly to Norwood School where a formerly 

healthy rivalry was recently put at risk by the actions of a tiny 

minority of our students.  

We thank our students for following this advice.  

Pedestrian Crossing on the                  

South Circular  

T ransport for London will start 

the works needed to improve 

the pedestrian crossing at the 

junction of Thurlow Park Rd 

( South Circular) and Elmcourt 

Road on 29th January and the 

crossing itself will be installed 

during the February half -term 

holiday.  

The Young Leader Award  

Well done to our students who have successfully completed their 

Young Leader Award. These students gave up their Saturday mornings 

and came to school and have learnt how to organise, plan and lead 

physical activity sessions. Our Young Sports Leaders are now 

equipped with the necessary skills which will enable them to go to our 

local primary schools and help organise sports activities.  

Congratulations to:  

Miriam, Tara, Luciano, Isaac, Carmen, 

Tessean, Rina, Kemet, Melissa, Shevel, 

Liam and Reece. 
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Council had its first 

meeting of the new term on 

Thursday 14 January.  34 

families were represented 

at the meeting. The council 

spent the evening 

reviewing the ILPs from last 

term, making suggestions on communications and clarifying the 
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families spoke highly of their evening and were happy that a new 

forum had been created to capture their views. The next meeting 

of the council has been scheduled for Thursday 4 March at 7pm- 

new families are welcome to attend. 
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parent of a Year 7 student 
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