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Author Lemony Snicket visits The ElImgreen School
L ast Monday Year 7 students and some of our
neighbouring primary schools were delighted
to meet the author who claims NOT to be
Lemony Snicket.

Snicket, it transpired, had met with an unfortunate
accident whilst on a picnic. Bitten by a terrible
creature - under his armpit no less - resulted in
instant paralysis and rendered him unable to
travel. It fell therefore, to his right hand man Mr
Daniel Handler to come and talk to us about the
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Mr Handler was full of good advice. As nothing
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(the pages are packed with terrible and calamitous events) he asked us to
come up with the most unfortunate or dreadful things we could ever

imagine happening to ourselves. Suggestions came thick and fast: parents
dying; being sent to live with someone
you hate; and almostgetting run over by
a train. Alas, these types of events
happen with alarming regularity to
Violet, Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire in
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But Mr Handler helpfully offered three
moral lessons for our Year Seven
students to use in case of imminent
danger.

e Never raise your hand in public (or
you might expose your armpit to
possible attack).

e If you see Count Olaf (the
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books, identifiable only
by the tattoo of an eye on
his ankle) scream and run
away.

¢ If you squeeze anything
hard enough it will
eventually make a noise.
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(excellently), read a chapter from one of his books (accompanied by sound

effects provided by his audience) and made us laugh (he was very funny).

He then signed books and spent time chatting to pupils. If you would like to

read about the adventures of the Baudelaire children, we have the entire

series available to borrow in the library. We also have copies signed by the
author priced at £5.99 each.

Year 9 Options

In the approach to making their Key
Stage 4 choices Year 9 are looking at the
topic of careers in their Citizenship
lessons this term and their ILP is to
work through the Connexions careers
booklet STEP 1.

All Year 9 students have also been
given a password to use the careers
software, Fast Tomato, to begin
reflecting on their skills and interests
and then investigate to which courses
and future careers they might be best
suited. Fast Tomato gives some
suggestions abaut their future tailored
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is web-based so students should be
looking at this now at home or in the
school library. www.fasttomato.com

Year 9 will be given their options
booklets in the next few days and then
find out much more about the choices
and potential pathways on Options
Taster Day on 27January.

Year 9 Options Evening will be on
Wednesday 3 February, 4.00¢ 7.00 pm.
There will be a presentation about key
stage 4 at The Elmgreen School,
workshops are planned on
apprenticeships, further and higher
education pathways, and there will be a
family conference interview with your
tutor. A letter with precise details and
times will be going home soon.

All Year 9 parents are expected to
attend with their child as this is the
best opportunity for family, child and
school to agree key stage 4 choices.
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Languages at The Elmgreen School

Languages are a highly valued and popular part of the
curriculum at The ElImgreen School. The linguistic
diversity of our students and staff is one of the most
celebrated features of our community.

Our offer

At Key Stage Three, students undertake an in-depth
study of French, exploring the many French-speaking
cultures around the world, acquiring a wide range of
vocabulary and tackling detailed grammar issues.
Opportunities for wider language learning during Key
Stage Three include:

) Languages taster lessons where students sample
Spanish, German, and Mandarin Chinese.

) After school lessons and clubs in Spanish and
Mandarin Chinese (free of cost for all ages).

. Introductory courses to Spanish and Mandarin

delivered through the Year 8 Choice programme.

The programme of study for French equips students with
key skills, enabling them to learn new languages at Key
Stage Four and beyond with confidence and ease. At Key
Stage Four we offer GCSE qualifications in French,
Spanish and German taught by a highly qualified team of
specialist languages staff.

The languages department also offers careful provision
to students with English as an Additional Language. This
includes an induction course for new arrivals, support
with literacy development across the curriculum, and
early entry GCSEs for bilingual students.

Successes

98.2 % of students in Years 8 and 9 are progressing at or
above national expectations in Modern Foreign
Languages at The ElImgreen School.

We are delighted that three bilingual @
students entered for GCSEs in Italian

and Spanish in 2009 all gained A* grades.

Eleven students have been entered for languages GCSE s
in 2010 and a further two for A/S levels in Italian and

Spanish. Good luck.
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marketable and have a greater worth in the labour

Why students need languages

Higher Education opportunities:

Language qualifications are often viewed

by colleges and universities as the sign of

a talented and highly motivated learner

with excellent communication skills.

Certain universities will only accept students with a
GCSE in a foreign language onto their courses.

Job prospects:
Employers value language skills. Salaries for those

using languages at work can be between 10% and 20%

higher than for non -linguists.

As economic links grow around the world,
languages become ever more important for
business. 65% of UK business is with non
English speaking countries.

Travel:

Travelling is great fun. It can be even

better when you speak the language of

the country you are visiting to help you
go shopping, order food and drinks, book
accommodation, enquire about transport, buy tickets
for concerts and sports events, and ask for directions.
Many jobs require employees to work in different
countries for short periods of time.

Entertainment and leisure:

Knowledge of languages gives you access to a whole
new world of sport, music, films, and literature.

Much information and entertainment on the internet
can be enjoyed with a better understanding of foreign
languages.

Social:

Languages help you to make friends and

meet new people. Good communication

breaks down social and cultural barriers.

Speaking another language is often perceived as very
romantic!
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