
Visit to Goldsmiths University  

The visit to Goldsmiths included a ladders drama 

workshop with the Trippplicate Theatre Company, in 

which students found out about the different steps 

between Year 9 and leaving university, and 

improvised pieces of drama about careers. The 

students also had lunch in the university canteen, a 

tour and an interesting lecture on Media Studies  

Year 9 find out about university  

Thursday 17 December 2009 

D uring last week many Year 9 students visited 

a university so that they can find out more 

about what university offers and what they have to 

do to get there. There were three trips over three 

days: to London South Bank University, University 
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Visit to London South Bank University (LSBU)  

Tuesday was different 

because we did not have 

lessons but a fun day out 

of school. Who knew that 

going to a university for a 

day would be so good! 

We went to London South 

Bank University. It took 

us about half an hour to get there on a coach. When we got 

there we had an introductory talk about how the day is 

going to run. After that we split into two groups which 

were guided by undergraduates ɬ students at university, 

but we thought they were teachers as they knew so much. 

We did a workshop about the path to university and a quiz, 

using voting pads, about the different subjects you can 
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about careers after university and what you need to know 

and learn. 

I found out that you 

have to pay to go to 

university and that you 

can study there at any 

age. Like we have 

lessons, undergraduates 

have lectures where 

someone talks and uses a 

slideshow while the students take 

notes. You can get a break between lectures   for about 10 

minutes. Some undergraduates have long timetables so they 

have more lectures than others. University is about you 

doing most of the studying, including working in your free 

time. You also get to meet new people; LSBU has 23,000 

students! 

The part of the day I enjoyed the most was the quiz because 

it told me things I did not know. For example, who knew 

there are 50,000 courses you can study at universities in 

the United Kingdom? The trip has had a big effect on my 

future plans because before I did not know if I wanted to go 

to university but after the trip I think that all the 

advantages I can gain from going are great! The trip to 

LSBU has helped me a lot.                                     

(Joshua, 9C) 

Students at UCL 

Students at UCL 

The Diploma Roadshow  

O Õɯ6ÌËÕÌÚËÈàɯÓÈÚÛɯÞÌÌÒɯ3ÏÌɯ$ÓÔÎÙÌÌÕɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯmain market square hosted the national 

Diploma Roadshow, about the new qualification route 

open to young people. All of Year 9 went to visit the 

Roadshow in the morning while some students from 

Dunraven and St Martin -in-the-Fields visited in the 

afternoon. 

Students learn in different 

ways and have different 

ambitions. GCSEs may not be 

the right choice for some 

students so it is hoped they 

will choose the Diploma if it is in a subject they 

enjoy. The Diploma is not a lesser qualification 

than a GCSE and is recognised by universities. 

One student has written a brief overview : 

 The Diploma is a qualification like a GCSE although it is bigger and the 

learning is more work-related and involves more fun activities. For example, 

the Manufacturing and Product Design Diploma opens up to opportunities 

such as industrial designer, a logistics and operations manager, maintenance 

manager, manufacturing engineer and test developer, production co-ordinator 

or roboticist. 

The Level 1 Diploma (Foundation) is worth 5 

GCSEs D ɬ G grades, a Level 2 (Higher) is worth 

7 A* - C grade GCSES and a Level 3 (Advanced) 

is worth 3.5 A Levels. If you decide to study for 

the Diploma you will probably have to still take 

your core GCSEs, such as English, Maths and 

Science. 

As schools do not have all the equipment or 

expertise to deliver these subjects you get to go 

out of school to study for many Diplomas and to 

work with employers. You can only choose one 

Diploma from 14 subjects. So a student in Year 9 needs to make sure they 

make the right decision because if they pick a subject that does not suit their 

level or style of learning, they may find it hard to succeed.          (Mikey, 9C) 



Experimenters and Explorers  

O n Wednesdays, for Choice, 
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London Botanical Institute (SLBI) 

situated in Norwood Road. Here, 

professional educators and artists 

encourage hands-on, 

participative discovery, including 

exploring different ways to find 

out about plants, using the 

historic library, the herbarium 

with over a hundred thousand 

pressed flower specimens, and 

microscope specimens in the 

laboratory, as well as working 

with artists to make prints and 

other artwork. Ben, in B6, has 

written the following about one 

of our sessions there:  
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look at plants and how they 

behave and we look at their cell 

structure. One of the weeks we 

had an expert come in to talk to 

us about carnivorous plants, in 

particular the Sarracenia plant. 

We dissected them to see what 

they had been eating and then 

studied them under a 

microscope. We got taught how 

to do this. This Choice option is 

ÈÔÈáÐÕÎÓàɯÍÜÕɯÈÕËɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÐÕÎȵɂ   

  College  Points  

1st Wilberforce  703 

2nd James 676 

3rd Besant 603 

4th Szabo 547 
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hence the lower points for this week.  

 How did your college do this week?        Who are the overall winners for Term 2 ? 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Wilberforce College!   You have put in a great performance this term; you have been consistently in first or 
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competition...  

  College  Points  

1st Wilberforce  13255 

2nd Szabo 13149 

3rd Besant 12897 

4th James 12829 

Attendance  

Look at the percentages below - how has your tutor group and 

your college got on this year? What can you do to ensure that 

your tutor group/college improves their attendance next year?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Besant College!  

Tutor 

Group  
% 

Attendance  
  Tutor 

Group  
% 

Attendance  

J1 98.2 S5 95.5 

J4 97.4 B2 95.5 
W6 97.1 S1 95.4 

S4 96.9 S2 95.4 

B1 96.8 J5 95.4 

B5 96.7 J6 95.1 

S3 96.5 W3 94.9 

B6 96.5 B3 94.5 

W1 96.4 W5 94.3 

B4 96.2 J2 93.6 

S6 95.6 W4 92.8 

J3 95.6 W2 90.6 

College  
Attendance 

Terms 1 and 2 

BESANT  96 

SZABO  96 
JAMES 96 

WILBERFORCE 94 

Totals  96 


