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MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF THE ELMGREEN SCHOOL
The Elmgreen School 
Wednesday 11th February 2009
7.00 – 8.00pm
Present:

	Sandy Nuttgens (SN)
	
	Acting Chair of Friends and PPF Governor

	Kate Scrase,
	
	Acting secretary

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1
	Welcome

	
	The acting Chair, Sandy Nuttgens noted apologies from Sally Gulley, Denise Kelly, Lorna Burg, Nigel Rogers, Anna Smagala, Tony Pizzoferro, Lucie Russell) 


	2
	Chair’s introduction

	
	The Chair noted that responsibility for liaison with the Friends had now been passed to Sally Kitching, Assistant Headteacher.



	3
	Winter Social

	
	The Chair thanked all those who helped out at the Winter Social evening in November. He noted and agreed the recommendations contained in the report by the acting secretary, namely that 

· Friends’ events will be most successful in future if they are joined on to "School" events. This would maximise the numbers attending, make it easier for staff to be involved if they wished and could, in fact, reduce some of the work falling on staff's shoulders - e.g. if the Friends had been involved with the Black History month evening, they could perhaps have organised the catering/ some kind of fund-raising activity. 

· Methods of communicating with parents and carers should be re-examined

· It maybe helpful to view the primary aim of Friends events as strengthening the school community and that Friends may wish to examine alternative ways to raise funds for the school.



	4
	Financial report

	
	The acting secretary reported that the Friends’ funds were being held on trust in the school’s bank account pending the appointment of new Executive officers. The sum raised by the Winter Social was £225.50 


	5
	Discussion on future events and activities        

	
	The acting secretary reported that the school had invited the Friends to organise an event to take place during Health Week in June to run between 5.30-7.30pm. The school was planning an event for the same evening – further details awaited and it was hoped that by joining the two events together the Friends event would be well-attended. The event would cater for parents, carers and children and focus on healthy lifestyles in a fun way – giving families a taste of pamper treatments, exercise, and healthy eating. 
It was agreed that in light of the poor turn-out to the present meeting a further planning meeting should be arranged for Monday11th May and a request for help in organising the event should be sent by e-mail/in the School News 


	6
	The meeting closed at 7.45pm


Signed ………………………………………… (Sandy Nuttgens, Acting Chair)     Date …………….
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