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THE ELMGREEN SCHOOL

MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF THE ELMGREEN SCHOOL
The Elmgreen School 
Thursday 13th March 2008
7.00 – 8.30pm
Present:

	Ms Mansuri (AMA)
	
	Headteacher

	Mr Wilkinson ( JWI)
	
	Deputy Headteacher

	Mrs Modzelan (BMO)
	
	Staff Governor 

	Mr Williams-Yale BWI)
	
	Staff

	Sandy Nuttgens (SN)
	
	 Acting Chair of Friends and PPF Governor

	Nigel Rogers (NR)
	
	PPF Governor

	Emma Marks (EM)
	
	Parent Governor

	Liz Myers
	
	PPF Governor

	Kate Scrase (KS)
	
	PPF Project Manager/Associate. Governor

	Natasha Raymond
	
	

	Kathryn Shaw
	
	

	Vehibe Ozockular
	
	

	Machala Mason
	
	

	Fiona Arakelian
	
	

	Pamela Pain
	
	

	Cheryl Cottrell
	
	

	Sophia Yates
	
	

	Emma Roselli
	
	

	Nigel Taylor
	
	

	Sally Douglas
	
	

	Ian Douglas
	
	


	1
	Welcome

	
	Sandy Nuttgens welcomed everyone and thanked people for coming.


	2
	Headteacher’s introduction

	
	Ms Mansuri ran through recent activities at the school including World Maths Day, Science week, a visit to St John’s College Cambridge, Pink Wednesday (International Women’s Day  and fundraising for Breast Cancer), and BBC News Report. 


	3
	Discussion on what has worked well  

	
	Sandy led a discussion on what has worked well.

Visit to Cambridge – “My daughter’s determined to go to Cambridge now. She says they make your beds for you!” 

Perfect attendance disco – ( for the 40 students who had perfect attendance records) “They absolutely loved it”

After school clubs – “It’s great that there’s no selection with the football club. My son found it hard to get involved at his primary school but he’s really enthusiastic now!”  “ The clubs keep them wanting to go to school it’s really good” 

Merit system” My stickers” – “ He really loves the merits system – he’s just bought himself a virtual cat! “ “It’s good for their confidence”

Maths website “ She’s absolutely blossomed in Maths“ “He loves doing his homework on the internet” 

Mentoring training “I think they’ll be really nice to next year’s intake”

General ethos of school – “It’s a big change for us  too – we have to learn to rely on them more to let us know what’s going on” “ They have a real sense of being an Elmgreen kid” “It’s great it makes them  think they can do anything” ”They all feel included” “ The changes in our child in half a year are amazing!” 


	4
	Discussion on aspects that parents wanted more  help with           

	
	Sandy led a discussion on areas that parents and carers wanted more help with:-

Teaching groups – how they are structured – Ms Mansuri outlined the changes being made to the teaching groups to focus support on those who needed it most and enable teachers to match lesson content to students’ varying abilities. She confirmed that at intervals throughout the term students would work in mixed ability College-based groups off timetable. In this way students will learn to work in many different ways and with many different groups of people. 
Maths website – My Maths and Mathletics – parents and carers sought more guidance on how these worked and how they could support students using these tools. It was agreed that this could be a useful topic for a later Friends meeting.

Newsletter – parents and carers found the Newsletter useful but had not understood that it was now a regular weekly publication. The Newsletter is placed inside the Planner at the end of the last period every Friday. It is printed on different coloured paper each week.

Letters home - The stamp in the Planner signifying that a letter or newsletter was coming home was useful. Some parents and carers  had not appreciated its significance. 
Correct way to communicate with school – Parents and carers were encouraged to put a note in the Planner as the first means of communication. The tutor would deal with the query. Parents and carers were reminded that they and the tutors should be signing the Planner every week.
Family Contact weeks – Parents and carers wanted more information about the Family Contact weeks. Parents and carers were advised to read their child’s report issued in the week preceding the Family Contact Week and discuss it with their child. Parents and carers should consider any issues to raise with the tutor, whether they wished the tutor to arrange a discussion with any of the subject teachers and whether they would prefer a face-to-face meeting to a ‘phone call. Parents and carers were encouraged to note in the Planner when would be a good time for the tutor to call and to ask the tutor to call back at another time if the ‘phone contact was made at an inconvenient time. Parents and carers  should be having a face-to-face meeting with tutors at least once per year. Any difficulties in communicating with tutors could be resolved by contacting Ms Haines, Student Support Officer.
Homework – Parents and carers suggested that students be given extra time to complete homework tasks which involved research on the Internet as not all students had access on-line at home. Students do have the opportunity to access the Internet by using the ICT room every lunch-time and each afternoon after school until 4.30pm.

After- school clubs – parents and carers requested another list of after-school clubs  to be printed in the Newsletter 

Opportunity to meet teachers- Parents and carers were keen to have the opportunity to meet teachers – rather than relying on their child’s assessment of them. Parents and carers have the opportunity to meet particular subject teachers through the Family Contact weeks but would also have a chance to meet teachers informally at the Open evening during Humanities week in June.




	5
	Fund-raising and social events

	
	Various potential events were discussed – School disco for children, ICT training for parents, film club, quiz night, puzzle evening but by far the most popular idea was Natasha Raymond’s proposal for a Summer Fair.People were asked to volunteer to assist in the running of these events. 


	6.
	The meeting closed at 8.35pm


Signed ………………………………………… (Sandy Nuttgens, Chair)     Date …………….

PAGE  
3
Friends Minutes 08.03.13

